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When Sports Become Infrastructure, South
Florida’s Housing Market Evolves

Marie Garcia January 21, 2026

For years, South Florida's relationship with sports has been defined by spectacle: championship
weekends, televised tournaments and international crowds. With the arrival of the F1 Grand Prix,
Miami Open and upcoming FIFA World Cup matches, that reputation has only intensified.

But a quieter shift is underway, one that has little to do with grandstands or broadcast schedules.
Sport in South Florida is increasingly functioning as infrastructure, shaping neighborhoods, daily
routines and the way luxury housing is conceived.
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The change is most evident at the local level. Purpose-built venues for sports such as pickleball and
padel are emerging not as occasional attractions, but as permanent social hubs. In Fort Lauderdale,
the opening of the world’s first dedicated pickleball stadium signaled how a once-informal pastime
could be recast as a year-round destination, complete with league play, spectator seating and food-
and-beverage programming. In Miami, padel clubs are following a similar trajectory, with global
brands choosing the city as their U.S. entry point and introducing membership-driven models
centered on instruction, competition and year-round programming,

That shift is reshaping residential development, reflecting a broader recalibration of luxury in South
Florida. As the region attracts younger buyers, remote workers and international residents
accustomed to club culture abroad, expectations around lifestyle have shifted. Sport offers a
structured, repeatable way to build community in a transient market, while aligning naturally with the
region’s climate and outdoor orientation.

Rooftop courts, integrated lounges and shared recovery spaces are becoming core features, not
amenities tucked away on a lower floor. The goal is less about fitness alone and more about creating
regular points of connection among residents, extending engagement beyond the game itself.

At projects such as The William Residences in North Miami Beach, a rooftop pickleball court anchors
the 40,000 square feet of amenities, with adjacent lounges and game spaces designed to extend
interaction before and after play.

In some cases, that integration reaches beyond the building envelope. At GAIA Residences in
Hollywood, residents receive membership access to the Hollywood Beach Golf Club, currently
undergoing a $15 million renovation, embedding sport into an established local institution and
making golf part of daily residential life. Elsewhere, boutique projects like Surf Row Residences in
Surfside benefit from direct proximity to the Surfside Tennis Center, giving residents easy access to
clinics and tournaments.

The approach is also reshaping interior space. In dense urban neighborhoods, developers are
moving athletic programming indoors, incorporating padel courts, boxing studios and simulator-
based training to accommodate year-round use. In waterfront and suburban settings, courts and
greens are becoming extensions of the living environment rather than optional extras.

What is emerging is less a trend than a design philosophy. As South Florida continues to grow and
globalize, athletic infrastructure is increasingly treated as essential to residential life — on par with
kitchens, pools and common spaces. In a region defined by movement and outdoor living, sport is no
longer an accessory to housing. It is part of its foundation.

Unique Visitors Monthly: 45,109,344
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https://secretmiami.com/the-fort-pickleball-ft-lauderdale/
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